
LIVING AS THE BELOVED OF GOD

Learning To Abide In Christ



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ABIDE?
• Abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, 

stand, tarry

• In John 15 Jesus uses the analogy of the Vine and the 
Branches – John15:1-11

• This passage is about “bearing fruit”, not about 
religious activity

• It is about the “eyes of our heart” seeing the truth of 
our relationship with Jesus. 



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ABIDE?

Pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened that you may know the 

HOPE to which He has called you, the 
RICHES of His glorious inheritance in 

the saints and the immeasurable 
greatness of His POWER for us who 

believe. Eph.1:18,19



HOW DO WE ABIDE?

1. We must saturate our minds with God’s word. 

2. From God’s word flows our recognition of God’s 
overflowing love, His abundant supply and passion 
for Joy in us, and our total need of Him

3. We respond with the total Surrender of our being, 
resting in Him, no mater what comes our way.

4. We learn to become sensitive to the gentle 
promptings of the Spirit when begin responding  to 
life in the flesh, instead of abiding in the Spirit.



HOW DO WE ABIDE?

• God is taking me on a journey of discovering more of 
His love for me.

• 3 Books by David Brenner  - The Gift of Being 
Yourself,  Surrender to Love,  Desiring God’s Will

• Life of the Beloved – Henri Nouwen

• As a child of God, I am deeply, deeply loved by God, 
and all of life’s events must be viewed in light of that.



WE ARE THE BELOVED OF GOD

• Luke 2:14 – Peace to those on whom His favor rests

• Jer. 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

• Heb.13:5 - ‘Be content with what you have, for God 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”’ 

• John17:23 – That you … loved them even as you loved 
me

• John 3:16 – For God so loved the world He gave … 



I pray that according to the riches of His glory, 
may the Father grant you to be strengthened 
with power through His Spirit in your inner 

being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith - that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, may have power 
to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Eph.3:16-19



WHY DON’T WE BELIEVE ARE LOVED BY GOD?

1. Because we don’t believe we were uniquely created 
by God for a special jobs God has just for us. Eph.2:10

2. The voices of this world are loud and persistent!
– You are nobody, no good, ugly, worthless, despicable

3. To prove we are not what the voices say, we believe 
success, popularity or power will prove them 
wrong. 

4. This pursuit is really “self-rejection” – Rom.12:1,2



BELIEVING WE ARE LOVED BY GOD

“Self rejection is the greatest enemy 
of the spiritual life because it 

contradicts the sacred voice that 
calls us the “Beloved.” Being the 

Beloved expresses the core truth of 
our existence.” Henri Nouwen



BELIEVING WE ARE LOVED BY GOD

1. The voice that proclaims, “You are my beloved, 
on whom my favour rests,” has always been 
there. Take time to listen.

2. Recognize the source of the voice that says you 
need to prove you are worth something.

3. Believe you are a special creation of God. 
Ps.139:13-18

4. Memorize and pray Paul’s prayer for yourself 
and others. Eph.3:16-21



I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I 
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge -
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 

God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is 

at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen. Eph.3:16-21 NIV



I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will 
empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. Then 

Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you 

strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all 
God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how 

deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, 
though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that 

comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through 
his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church 
and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! 

Amen. Eph.3:16-21 NLT


