THE POWER OF THE WORD
LEARNING TO DEVELOP A CONVERSATIONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

WHAT IS THE STILL SMALL VOICE?
• The voice Samuel heard in 1 Kings described as God speaking
was described as “a low whisper”
• It is unremarkable, inconspicuous, unassuming
• We looked at the passage in John 17 where Jesus is praying
we would be one with Him as He is with the Father.
• God speaks to us by the Holy Spirit interacting with our mind,
revealing God’s character and thoughts to us
• We looked at 1Cor.2:9-16 Paul describes the Holy Spirit’s
ministry is to reveal the mind of God to us!

1Cor.2:9-16 -But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for
those who love him” these things God has revealed to us through the
Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For
who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which
is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely
given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those
who are spiritual. The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself
to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
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THE POWER OF THE WORD!
• Words have power!
• Words have an emotional force
• Why do we teach our children, Sticks and stones may break
my bones but words will never hurt me!
• When we speak we literally give people a piece of our mind!
• Words also have a spiritual force
• John 6:63 – It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no
avail. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life!
Through his words Jesus imparted a part of himself

THE POWER OF THE WORD!
• This imparted power is referred to in John 15:7 “if you abide
in me and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish
and it will be done for you. By this you bear fruit …”
• Lk.7:1-10 Centurion – a man of Faith in the power of a word!
• Vs.7 – But say the word, and let my servant be healed!
• Plato spiritualized words by treating our thinking as an inner
conversation the soul holds with itself.
• Augustine added to that by saying “he who thinks speaks in
his heart” – Matt.9:2-4 “scribes said to themselves”

THE POWER OF THE WORD!
• All expressions of God’s mind are “words” of God.
• Creation was the reality made as the expression of the mind
of God through a word.
• All expressions or thoughts of our minds are “words” to God
• How we think shapes the reality around us. Deut.6:6-9
• When we begin to understand the spiritual power of our
thoughts as words in the spirit realm, we see the significance
of Jesus desiring our worship “in spirit and in truth”. Jn.4:23
• He desires truth in the “inward being” and “will teach me
wisdom in my secret heart” Ps.51:6

THE POWER OF THE WORD!
• This why the scriptures speak of the importance of changing
the way we think!
• Rom.12:2 – Don’t be conformed, be transformed, by the
renewing of your mind! Change the way you think!
• Col.3:1-4 – Set you minds on things above, not on the earth
for you have died and your life hidden with Christ IN God!
• Eph.4:17f – you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do in the
futility of their minds; 23- renewed in the spirit of your minds
25- put away falsehood, 29 – no corrupt talk - cf.Deut.6

TRANSFORM OUR MIND
1. If creation is the reality created through the expression of
the mind of God, what reality would be created through
your thoughts that may or may be expressed?
2. What are you doing to renew your mind and change the
way you think?
3. Read scripture slowly. What phrases or words catch your
attention?
4. Read passages 2 or 3 times, dwelling on and asking God
what He is saying to you through those words.

Ps.19- 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
above proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor
are there words, whose voice is not heard.
4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to
the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and,
like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 6 Its rising is from
the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and
there is nothing hidden from its heat.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

