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• St Johns Lutheran Church  in 
Vernon was built in 1983. 

• The building was closed 
April 12, 2018

• The problem, was not 
building on a solid 
foundation. 

• Without a firm foundation, a 
beautiful building or life 
will not last.



 2 Statements people make

1. I want the “Good Life”

2. I am a “Good Person”

 There are 2 Foundation questions people should ask. 

1. What is the “Good Life”?

2. Who is a “Good Person?

 If you build your life on faulty information, you will 
have a unsound foundation to your life.

 Paradise CA was said to have the best evacuation plan



 The Sermon on the Mount is the core of all Jesus 
teaching.

 It provides the answer to the 2 big questions of life, 
“What is a good life?” and “Who is a good person?” 

 A life built on the foundation of Jesus teaching in the 
Sermon on the Mount will be both of these. 

 Matt.5:3-20 Jesus tells us that life, in the life of God, 
will be the good life 

 It is about living in the kingdom of God.



 Matt.5:21-7:27 - The second question Jesus deals with 
in the sermon concerns who is truly a “good person.” 
Who has the kind of goodness found in God himself, 
constituting the family likeness between God and his 
children?

 How is this teaching to be understood? What was the 
central thought of Jesus teaching? 

 Matt.3,4 – Baptism 3:13, temptation 4:1, Ministry 4:12, 
Disciples 4:18, Preaching summary 4:17, 23 – 5:1



 The Gospel of the Kingdom

 The message that Jesus develops in the chat on the 
hill and in His life, is the availability for all people to 
live in Christ in the kingdom of the heavens 

 In chapter 4 of Matthew we see Jesus proclaiming his 
basic message (v. 17) and demonstrating it by acting 
with God’s rule from the heavens, meeting the 
desperate needs of the people around him. 



 In the midst of this mass of raw humanity, and with 
them hanging on every word, Jesus teaches his 
apprentices, along with all who hear, about the 
meaning of the availability of the heavens.

 There were those who had just received from the 
heavens through him. He could point out in the 
crowd who was “blessed” because The Kingdom 
Among Us had just reached out and touched them 
through healing with Jesus’ heart



 And so he said, “Blessed are the spiritual zeros—the 
spiritually bankrupt, deprived and deficient, the 
spiritual beggars, those without a wisp of ‘religion’—
when the kingdom of the heavens comes upon them.”

 Jesus is teaching the kingdom of the heavens is 
available to everyone. From spiritual beggars to 
religious elites. Blessed is anyone who seeks the 
kingdom. 

 The Kingdom of the heavens is available to 
EVERYONE!



 Why is this the “Best Life”?

1. My life has eternal purpose

2. I am significant, I am a Child of God

3. I will no longer live in fear.

 Fear of lack of food, accommodation, clothing

 Fear of what people think of me

 Fear of telling others of the joy of living under the King 
of Heavens in the kingdom of heavens

 Surrender to His Love and be freed from fear!




